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Having grown up in the Klein Karoo it gives me great pleasure
to recommend this book to everyone that is interested in the floral
wealth of this semi-arid region. The Klein Karoo is an area
between the very dry Groot Karoo— the Western Cape Fynbos
and the Eastern Cape. It is a relatively small area yet is one of the
most complex and species-rich arid regions in the world.
Currently about 3200 species are known to occur in the Klein
Karoo, 1500 of them are covered in this book. This is done by
lovely photographs and nice descriptions of plant habitat,
distribution, morphology and their degree of abundance.
The authors give a very nice description of the 19 habitat types
found in this small area squeezed occurring between the southern
coastal mountains and the northern mountain ranges of the
Witteberg, and Swartberg. An interesting feature is the large
number of “seemingly” isolated mountains found scattereddoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2011.03.002between the “bordering” ranges. This creates many niches for
distinct vegetation types. No wonder then that the authors could
clearly identify so many distinct habitat types. The book contains
a huge amount of information. It can serve as a field guide and
shouldmake an excellent referencework for both under- and post-
graduate students.
The price is low if one considers the wealth of printed and
illustrated information and knowledge that it contains. The
authors are to be congratulated for their efforts to make this
frequently neglected region brought to the attention of both the
Public and Academics. I believe that it would be a valuable
addition to any Library and could even serve a coffee table
addition in households and offices.
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